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Tawasul, the first national inde-

pendent and professional not-

for-profit think tank in Oman, 

organized the 3rd Youth Dialogue 

“Assessing Youth Initiatives Im-

pact” in Salalah. The programme 

was targeted towards the active 

youth community based initia-

tives who are interested in iden-

tifying, analyzing and addressing 

potential challenges and suc-

cesses at multiple levels, create 

a stage for networking and ex-

changing of ideas and promote 

professional volunteerism in 

selected environment and entre-

preneurship areas. The main 

crux of the dialogue was to plan, 

sustain and develop a communi-

cation strategy that would help 

the youth organizations to iden-

tify indicators and assess their 

impacts. The dialogue was 

attended by 22 representatives 

from leading civil societies and 

various youth organizations such 

as the Y-PEER in the Sultanate 

and Bahrain.  

UNFPA GCC Office, provided its 

technical and logistical support 

for the success of this workshop. 

 
  

It’s International Youth Day 2013!! 

On August 12th , United Nations celebrates 

International Youth Day. It has dedicated 

the day to emphasize on the importance of 

young citizens for our present and future.  

United Nations celebrates this day to edu-

cate the youth about their rights and the 

opportunities they have. Every year, the 

International Youth Day is celebrated with a 

theme and 2013 is themed as “Youth Migra-

tion: Moving Development Forward”. 

The theme is chosen to highlight the im-

portance of youth migration in 

development and to draw atten-

tion to the mechanisms and the 

opportunities that maximize bene-

fits and minimize risks  of youth 

migration. 

Youth is one of the key areas, the 

UNFPA Sub Regional office for the GCC 

countries, focuses on. With the help from 

the Youth Peer Education network, Y-PEER, 

various youth targeted programs are prac-

ticed to build capacities and harness creativ-

ity through fun and interactive activities. Y-

PEER volunteers took this opportunity to 

raise  awareness about the day.  (Continued 

on next page) 



P A G E  2  

 

G C C  O F F I C E  

The team of Y-PEERS in Al Buraimi, a city lo-

cated 375km north west of Muscat , hosted 

an event at the local Buraimi park addressing 

and informing the community about issues 

about youth migration and creating aware-

ness about the International Youth Day. 

Apart from this, the Y-PEERs were also active 

online, taking on social media sites such as 

Twitter and Facebook, posting about the 

youth of today, their achievements and 

dreams. 

Mr. Asr Toson, Representative, UNFPA Sub-

Regional Office for the GCC Countries said; 

“The International Youth Day is one of the 

most important international days the UN 

celebrates and we take it as a vital opportuni-

ty to reach out to the youth of GCC and en-

gage with them and build awareness about 

opportunities and challenges they face and 

their roles as individuals in the society. This 

year, which is themed as the Youth Migra-

tion: Moving Development Forward, the UN-

FPA Sub-Regional office for the GCC Countries 

aims to join hands with one of the leading 

volunteering groups in Oman, the Y-PEERs  to 

increase awareness about the topic.”  

Y-PEERs Successfully Implement Awareness Activity at Khareef Festival 

One of the major events that the Y-PEERs suc-

cessfully hosted this year was the drug aware-

ness stall at Khareef Festival in the southern 

state of Salalah from the 27th of August till the 

1st of Septem-

ber.  

A group of 

nine volun-

teers from Y-

PEER, the 

Youth Peer 

Education 

Network, and 

the volunteer 

group of the 

National Com-

mittee for Narcotics and Psychotropic Substanc-

es, My Life, My Decision; both supported by UN-

FPA, the United Nations Populations Fund, Sub-

Regional Office for the GCC Countries,  departed 

to Salalah to celebrate the Khareef Festival and 

raise awareness about the various harmful 

effects of drugs and educate about prevention 

methods. The volunteers did a remarkable job of 

attracting and briefing the youth and adults 

about the various negative aspects of drug ad-

diction on their life and health. They also in-

formed them about the different ways it can be 

combated. Apart from this topic, other UNFPA 

mandated issues were also addressed. The vol-

unteers used innovative art techniques to con-

vey the message of drug combat, such as their 

newly attained skills in puppet art and shadow 

techniques, to ‘Edutain’ (educate and enter-

tain) the audience about the respective issues.  

They held an interactive fun session with young 

people about road safety and traffic rules and 

regulations with the Oman Road Safety Associa-

tion (ORSA). The sessions were diverse and in-

cluded question and answers combined with 

singing songs about road safety. The main objec-

tive of this  event was to increase awareness 

about the traffic safety amongst the youngsters 

and adults (parents).  

Y-PEERs further collaborated with the Oman 

National Youth Committee at the event, sup-

porting them in facilitating their stage pro-

gramme  and also participated  

Youth 
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in various other activities that attracted the public’s 

attention.  

Witnessing the exciting work and the enthusiasm of the 

Y-PEERs and the volunteers of My Life, My Decision, the 

General Directorate of Dhofar Public Prosecution invited 

them to join hands and participate in their activities as 

well. This further encouraged the volunteers to pro-

mote and educate the festival visitors about harmful 

drugs effects and drug combat.  

The activities of the volunteers received the much de-

served spotlight when they were interviewed by Radio 

Oman for “Ma’a Shabab” (with the youth) show, where 

two Y-PEER Oman volunteers spoke from the studio and 

two volunteers spoke live from the Festival. This gave 

them a great opportunity to create awareness about 

the mandates of UNFPA, Y-PEER and their activities at 

the Khareef Festival and beyond.  

The publishing of the excellent and dedicated work of 

the volunteers, did not stop there, but was followed by 

an interview by The Festival Lens magazine.  

Oman Y-PEERs Get Trained at NCCA, Jordan 

One of the most exciting aspects of being a Y-PEER, are 

the variety of opportunities that are provided to the vol-

unteers to sharpen their skills and stand out from the 

crowd.  

One such opportunity was the Theater Based Peer Educa-

tion Training of Trainers (TBToT) workshop that was orga-

nized by the National Center for Culture and Arts (NCCA), 

Amman Jordan. The six days workshop was held from 

September 22nd till the 27th.  

The NCCA invited various youth groups within the MENA 

region to apply for the workshop. These applications were 

scanned and a total of 24 participants were chosen. Ms. 

Azza Al Badi and Mr. Mohammad Al Wahaibi from Oman 

joined their fellow participants for this workshop.  

The workshop was aimed at bringing out the unique skills 

of every participant through the art of theatre. The core 

concepts of the workshop were to help the volunteers to 

think out-of-the-box and increase efficiency in team work. 

They were taught how to make their work humorous and 

appealing to a larger audience. Various ‘ice-breaker’ activ-

ities enabled the volunteers to overcome their initial shy-

ness and helped them work freely and comfortably.  

The Y-PEERs of Oman were able to obtain various unique 

tips and techniques on delivering their work through in-

teresting  theatre methods. The two Y-PEER volunteers 

are very interested to transfer their skills to their fellow 

volunteers in Oman by organizing a similar workshop.  

“The method in which they taught us the skills and tech-

niques were very interesting. It was very simple, thus, it 

was very understandable. The best part is it was not theo-

retical but practical which gave us on hand experience. It 

was really fun.” said Azza, Y-PEER Focal Point from Oman.  
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With the rapidly changing socie-

ty, the young people who are in 

the adolescence stage today 

lead an unbalanced and influ-

enced lifestyle. As these young 

citizens are in the verge of 

change; both mentally and phys-

ically, they have to be equipped 

with the right information and 

advice that will help them step 

into adulthood with more confi-

dence. In 2011, the GCC Health 

Ministers declared the 30th Sep-

tember as the GCC Adolescence 

Health Day. Since then, UNFPA 

in collaboration with the Minis-

try of Health, Oman and Y-PEER 

Oman, have been celebrating 

the day dedicated to these 

young adults.  

Since the past two years, Y-

PEERs Oman, planned and im-

plemented activities with the 

adolescents themselves. This 

year, the volunteers implement-

ed a week long awareness activi-

ty at the Zainab Bint Khuzaimah 

Secondary School in the Buraimi 

Governerate, where they lec-

tured young female students 

about malnutrition, adulthood 

and general health issues.   

On the 30th September, they 

carried out  a fun day with the 

concept of adolescence as its 

core at the Roudhat Oman 

School. The day consisted of 

activities such as role plays 

about smoking, lectures about 

road safety, how to choose and 

be with the right company of 

friends, how to deal with adoles-

cence and various other topics. 

Ms. Hana’a Al Sinidi, Y-PEER 

Oman member from the Buraimi 

Governerate, conducted the 

lecture and talked to the youth 

about the topics enabling them 

to see how adolescents view 

adulthood. Ms. Ahlam Al 

Maqbali, Focal Point In Charge 

of Y-PEER Oman, excited the 

students with informative mate-

rials on various youth issues. 

The teachers took special inter-

est to attend the lectures con-

ducted by the Y-PEERs and know 

more about the youth network 

and their activities. 

 

 

 

The Y-PEER network has proven to be one of the 

most successful youth volunteering networks not just 

in the GCC region but worldwide with many socially 

responsible activities being implemented in the local 

communities.  

One of the main reasons for the success of this youth 

network is its structure that defines clear roles and 

responsibilities based on successfully absolved train-

ings, and personal experiences. Members must all 

attend a Peer Education Training, in order to become 

Y-PEERs. To evolve to the next step, which is becom-

ing a Y-PEER Focal Point (FP), the members have to 

successfully partake in a Regional Y-PEER Training of 

Trainers. The most outstanding  Y-PEER is usually 

elected for a one year term as the Focal Point In-

Charge (FPC). A FPC is selected based on votes that 

the candidate receives from their fellow members in 

their respective countries, recommendations of the 

UNFPA Country Office and Final Decision of the Y-

PEER International.  

In September, an election for the new 2014 FPC, was 

held for the Y-PEERs in different regions. For the GCC, 

candidates from Oman and Bahrain; where the net-

work has been established, participated in the FPC 

elections.  Ms. Ahlam Al-Maqbali and Ms. Maryam 

Buzaboon were selected as the new FPCs from Oman 

and Bahrain.  (Continued in next page) 

 

Celebrating GCC Adolescence Health Day 2013 

Selection of New Y-PEER FPCs 

Youth 
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The new FPCs from all over the world will be 

gathering for the Global Advisory Board 

(GAB) meeting , which is scheduled to be 

held in Belgrade, Serbia from the 28th till 

the 31st of October. This would give a 

chance to the newly elected members to get 

to know their colleagues from the different 

regions, exchange experiences about their 

activities and put forward creative ideas.  

The UNFPA GCC Office would like to con-

gratulate the two new FPCs, Ms. Ahlam Al 

Maqbali and Ms. Maryam Buzaboon on their 

new post and wish them all the success to 

take Y-PEERs Oman and Bahrain to new 

heights.  

Recently the Arab State Regional Office (ASRO) or-

ganized the Regional Consultation Meeting on 

Youth Friendly Services (YFS) in the Arab States: “ 

Making Services in the Arab States Young People 

Friendly”. The forum that was held in Casablanca, 

Morocco, in the month of September,  discussed 

the issue of young people’s health, development 

and protection particularly in the ‘Post Arab Spring”. 

The meeting discussed mainly five key points. 1. To 

evaluate the current status of YFS in countries 

where it has been established, also monitor the re-

productive health education initiatives that has 

been made in the region, 2. Collaborate with ex-

perts in YFS and discuss the various global and re-

gional activities, 3. Analyze UNFPA’s involvement in 

YFS in the current sociopolitical and economic con-

text, 4. Discuss the development of comprehensive 

services that will successfully associate with income 

generating activities, life skills development, basic 

education, recreational opportunities and reproduc-

tive health services, 5. Agree on the key elements of 

the overall package of services to be provided for 

young people in the Arab States. 

The UNFPA GCC Office was represented by the Pro-

gramme Analyst, at this comprehensive meeting 

who discussed the current status of the environ-

ment for the establishment and the development of 

YFS as well as the prospective collaborative partners 

for the initiative. 

 

 

UNFPA GCC  Office Participate in the YFS Regional Forum  

 

Giving Back to Society 
As true volunteers and socially engaged citizens who give 

back to the society they live in, the Y-PEERs keep accom-

plishing different activities that set them apart.  

Ahmed  Fadhul , Focal Point of Y-PEER Bahrain, who by pro-

fession is a specialized nurse at the Almoayyed Drug and 

Alcoholic Rehabilitation Unit under the Ministry of Health, 

Bahrain and taking the role as the Vice president of  Addict 

Friends Society (AFS), works closely with drug addicts and 

with those who are in rehabilitation trying to  

build a better future. 

He recently gave an interview for one of Bahrain’s top sell-

ing women’s magazine “Women This Month” to talk about 

the warning indications to addiction, the services provided 

and how addicts can approach them and the ways to create 

a brighter destiny.  

Check out his full interview here:http://issuu.com/

redhousemarketing/docs/wtm_september_2013/79?

e=3590831/4516102?mode=window 

Office 
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Entrepreneurship, youth 
and social responsibility 
is a dynamic combination 
to be found in today’s 
generation. This is the 
main motto and the 
burning spirit among a 
group of ten young men 
who built a charity or-
ganization named Al 
Khamis Al Shamila (AKAS) 
based in Jalan Bani Bu 
Ali.  
The concept of AKAS 
sparked when the 
clothes and other home 
utilities were thrown out 
into the garbage for no 
one to use. With the fact 
that there were many 
who have the need for 
clothes and utilities and 
such things being dis-
posed was not justified. 
The team of friends 
made an immature plan 
of collecting these 
clothes and providing 
them to the local charity 
Ayadi Al Khair (Hands of 
Good Deeds). Thus, start-
ed the incredible journey 
of AKAS.  
Since then, AKAS has 
been growing and giving 
back to society. They 
have developed from a 
small initiative to a struc-
tured charity organiza-

tion, working in major 
cities such as Muscat and 
Sur. With more experi-
ence and support from 
other NGOs and charity 
organizations, AKAS has 
today, a well defined 
business and financial 
plan that states their am-
bition.  
Like every other start up, 
AKAS had its downfalls 
and problems to face. 
One of the main strug-
gles they had faced was 
the government orders 
to remove the collection 
boxes from the main 
capital areas as it was 
creating ‘community nui-
sance’ . However, the 
strong team came over 
this problem by strategi-
cally liaising with the offi-
cials who then decided 
to reduce the number of 
boxes and place the re-
maining boxes in resi-
dential areas rather than 
main streets which 
would not create major 
problems.  
The team has encoun-
tered constant challeng-
es which they say is nec-
essary for their success 
and growth. Today AKAS 
has a defined organiza-
tional structure with a 

CEO and a successful 
team responsible for fi-
nancial, marketing, HR 
and logistical matters.  
 

Why would we tell you 

the success story of a 

charity organization? Be-

cause, the UNFPA GCC 

Office family has the 

pleasure of welcoming 

Mr. Jassim Al- Alawi, one 

of the founding members 

of the Charity of AKAS, 

who’s responsible for the 

Arabic communication 

outreach. 

 Always aiming for suc-

cess so that they can 

give back more to the 

society 

Feature 



UNFPA GCC Area Office  

PO Box 1960, PC130  

Muscat  

Sultanate of Oman 

Phone: +968 24496893 

Fax: +968 24496381 

E-mail: gcc-info@unfpa.org 

Web: gcc.unfpa.org  

Twitter: @UNFPAGCC 

 

 

The United Nations Population Fund: Deliver-
ing a world where every pregnancy is want-
ed, every childbirth is safe and every young 
person's potential is fulfilled.  

UNFPA—Because everyone counts! 
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 Equality Between Men and Woman– A Review 

In order to update the report on the 

measurement of the improvement and the 

progress in achievement of equality be-

tween women and men in the Omani soci-

ety, the National Center for Statistics and 

Information (NCSI), in collaboration with 

UNFPA GCC office, has initiated a desk re-

view to assess and evaluate various as-

pects of women and men in Oman.  

For this desk review, an international con-

sultant was brought on board to prepare 

the report. The report is expected to focus 

on mainly three core points: the evolution 

of the gap between men and women in all 

fields from 2003 to 2010, an analysis of 

this gap and what are the measures and 

actions that can be contributed to bridge 

the gap. The consultant is to provide rec-

ommendations for the best way forward.  

The final report will be presented in both, 

Arabic and English.  

Gender 
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