
 

Last July, UNFPA (GCC office) and UNDP (Kuwait) launched a joint project to support the 
State of Kuwait’s Ministry of Youth Affairs (MoYA) in drafting the National Youth Policy, and 
aligning it with the international standards and practices. The policy seeks to build the capac-
ities of the young men and women in the country and enhance their participation in the un-

dergoing social development process.  

This joint project between UNFPA, UNDP and The Ministry of Youth Affairs (MoYA) of Ku-
wait comprises of several activities including mapping all services available to young people 
across the country, comparing national indicators on youth policies in Kuwait to international 
best practices on youth empowerment, which will feed into a comprehensive analysis of the 
national youth policy and recommendations on ways to achieve Kuwait development agenda 

2035 in themes related to SDG5 on gender equality and SDG4 on education. 

This joint UNFPA-UNDP project comes to translate the UN concept of “Delivering as One”, 
an approach that seeks to strengthen mutual inter-agency cooperation.   
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The International Youth Day 2018 is celebrated with yielding youth 
engaging activities in Oman  

UNFPA GCC and Y-Peers Oman had planned for two activities to observe the International Youth Day in last 

August. The aims of these activities were to motivate members of the Y-Peer network in the country, reach 

out for the public to promote UNFPA mission in relation with youth empowerment, gender equality and 

Reproductive Health & Rights (RH&Rs) , build the capacities of the network, and at the same time allow the 

volunteers to advocate for a healthy life style which is an issue that tops the agenda of the Ministry of 

Health (MoH) in the country.  

On 10-19 August, 8 Y-Peers participated in Khareef Salalah annual Festival in the governorate of Dhofar, 

and 18 members attended a Peer Education (PE) training on 14-15 August, on the margin of the festival, to 

ensure continuous presence in the largest of the eleven Governorates in Oman in its area. In this activity, 

UNFPA co-operated with the MoH, which provided the PE training venue. Through the festival and the pa-

vilion assigned to the Y-Peers by MoH, the young women and men had the opportunity to distribute pro-

motional items to the visitors of the festival and brief them about UNFPA, the role of the Y-Peer network 

and discuss some youth related issues as RH&Rs, harms of drug abuse, social equality, among other topics.  

On other hand, the PE, which was held at the General Directorate of Health in Dhofar, and attended by lo-

cal youth and some current Y-Peer members, focused on tackling issues related to SDGs, sexually transmit-

ted diseases (e.g. HIV/AIDS), dangers of smoking, gender equality, peace building and conflict resolution, 

and the theory of Peer Education. The main goals of the PE were to recruit new members across the coun-

try including Salalah, introduce the participants to the current members of the network and to spread 

awareness on social and health issues in Oman. 

These 2 activities, conducted in August, followed a remarkable ToT for the Y-Peers that was held on 27-31 

July, 2018 in Muscat. The training was a long-waited opportunity to refresh the knowledge of the current 

members and orientate the new joiners. It was provided by 2 regional experienced PE trainers, who recom-

mended 9 participants of this workshop to lead and coordinate Khareef Salalah activities to support their 

leadership skills and create a new cadre of Y-Peer empowered members.  Certificates of accomplishment 

were awarded to the attendants. 
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Making Pregnancy Safer 
“Towards Maternal Near Miss Review” Conference in Oman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 26-27 September 2018, the United Nations Population Fund, Sub-regional office for the GCC countries (UNFPA 

GCC), Ministry of Health (MoH) in Oman, Directorate General of Primary Health Care 

and Woman & Child Health Department and in co-operation with the World Health Organization (WHO) office in Mus-

cat, jointly held a remarkable conference focusing on ensuring safe birth and delivery of women, titled “Making Preg-

nancy Safer: “Towards Maternal Near Miss Review”.  

The keynote speeches were given by Dr. Mohamed Al Hosny, Undersecretary of Health Affairs at MoH and Mr. Asr 

Toson, UNFPA GCC Representative. At this conference, UNFPA was also represented by Mr. Salah Al-Saleh, UNFPA GCC 

programme analyst, Dr. Shible Sahbani, UNPA Reproductive Health Arab States Regional Adviser, and Dr. Hemant 

Dwivedi, UNFPA HQ Expert at the Sexual and Reproductive Health Branch of UNFPA, they were accompanied with Dr. 

Boushra Assrag  from the National Public Health school of Morocco .  

The conference began with a presentation on the World Health Organization (WHO) Near Miss Approach, and another 

extensive presentation related to  Maternal Near Miss in Oman: Incidence and underlying causes, which was given by 

Dr. Jamila Al Abri, the Principal Investigator of the national maternal near miss study in Oman.  

That was followed by an introduction about the maternal near miss review, including lessons to be learnt. Dr. Sahbani 

from UNFPA gave a presentation on the findings of Arab regional study on maternal death surveillance and response 

system. On other hand, Dr. Assrag showcased the determinants of maternal near-miss in Morocco, which was followed 

by a panel discussion headed by  Dr. Dwivedi.  

The conference resulted in a framework and an action plan on its second day based on groups’ work, and a roadmap 

to reduce and detect the near miss cases and reasons behind them.  



 

 
 

In an initiative to translate the UN principles seeking to enhance the inter-agencies collaboration and 
strengthen the ties with the government stakeholders and national partners in Kuwait, the UN Resident 
Coordinator Office in the state held the first UN Strategic Partnership Framework (UNSPF) Consultation 
Workshop.   
 
The workshop, which was held on 4–5 July, 2018  at the United Nations House in Kuwait, was attended by 
the Secretary-General of Supreme Council for Planning and Development, Dr. Khaled Mahdi, the Deputy 
Assistant Foreign Minister for International Organizations, Ambassador Mohamed Al-Mutari and heads 
of  UN and affiliated entities in Kuwait, as well as representatives from government ministries, institutions, 
organizations and members of the private-sector, non-governmental organizations, community-based or-
ganizations and media professionals. 

UNFPA, being a non-resident agency in Kuwait, was represented by Mr. Asr Toson, representative of UN-
FPA GCC, who expressed the readiness of the agency to provide the required technical assistance to the 
government partners in Kuwait, based on their request, particularly in the areas of work relevant to        
UNFPA’s mandate and mission.  

Welcoming attendees to the workshop, the Resident Coordinator in Kuwait, Dr. Tarek Al Sheikh expressed 
his pride on the interest shown by all stakeholders in the workshop, and their unity in collaborating with 
the Supreme Council for Planning and Development and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for development of 
Kuwait through the realization of Kuwait Development Plan Vision 2035.  

The national consultation workshop resulted in a comprehensive co-operation matrix which tangibly trans-
lates the potential and current join projects with the national government entities through the year.  

UNFPA GCC takes part in the first UN Strategic Partnership Framework Consultation 
in Kuwait  
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Manifesto Oman promotes gender equality by screening a breakthrough music video 
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“Looks do not matter”, “we all have to be treated equally”, and “women have full rights as men”: These were  
important messages communicated and promoted by Women Manifesto Oman artistic group in an informal 
workshop supported by UNFPA GCC where an innovative firm titled “Melanin” was screened in an interactive 
workshop.   

Melanin, the music video, screened on 7th of September, left the audience (totaling 35 attendees) in awe and 
fascination. The music video sparked the notions of equity and equality,  which turned the panel discussion 
into a heartfelt encounter between the members of Women Manifesto group and the audience.  

The struggles of women to maintain their self-confidence in a world believes in superficial looks and skin color, 
were expressed by presenting their personal experiences or stories they heard about from other women. Men 
had their say in supporting women in their self-confidence battle. The attended young girls called on their male 
counterparts to learn more about feminism  &  try to understand the struggle women go through everyday. At 
the end of this enriching evening, a poem was recited by Fatma Mirza the Women Manifesto Oman leader.  
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Teenagers are facing a lot of challenges nowadays, this was the idea stood behind the new initiative of Y-Peers Oman named 

“Teen but Green”. The initiative is focusing on creating an open dialogue and knowledge sharing platform where young men 

and women can have frequent meetings to discuss, share opinions and understand/solve the challenges they are facing on 

daily base and unleash their potentials to achieve their goals.  

The first meeting of this initiative was held on 15th of September at Coral Hotel Muscat, and gathered more than 17 

participants under the theme “Adapt to Change”.   

“Teenagers are going through a lot and no one is giving them a platform of guidance or ears to listen to their problems and 

given them the proper advices”. Said Mazoon Al-Zadjali– Y-Peer leader and organizer of the first workshop of this initiative.  

This initiative was very engaging as each Y-Peer member took on a role, including resource mobilization, presentations, 

posters designing and moderation of the sessions, which helps in building the skills and potentials of the Y-PEER members in 

the country.  

 

 

 

Y-Peer Oman launches “Teen but Green” new knowledge sharing platform   



 

UNFPA GCC participates in the Ministerial Meeting 
Road to Universal Health Coverage in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 
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Under the auspicious of Dr. Ahmed bin Mohamed bin Obaid Al Saidi, the Minister of Health of the Sultanate of Oman and Dr. Ah-
med Al Mandhari, World Health Organization Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, and the presence of several Minis-
ters, Undersecretaries, Ambassadors and high level Representatives of regional and international organisations,  Mr. Salah Al-
Saleh, UNFPA GCC Programme Analyst,  represented UNFPA as a Panelist in the Panel Discussion about Building Partnerships to 
achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC) at the Ministerial Meeting - Road to Universal Health Coverage (UHC) in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, held in Salalah – Sultanate of Oman, on 3-5 September, 2018. “Political, legal and regulatory environments 
are essential determinants of availability, accessibility and quality of health care" said Mr. Al-Saleh. “With the launch of the SDGs, 
UNFPA committed to lead global efforts towards universal access to reproductive health  care as an essential component of UHC, 
e.g. by working on the creation of supportive legislative and regulatory frameworks”, he added in a panel discussion related to 
Partnerships and UHC on the third day of the meeting. 

The meeting focused on important themes, included non-communicable diseases in the context of the UHC, human capabilities 

and health justice, sustainable financing for universal health care as well as the achievements of the countries in regard to provid-

ing UHC to its people with experiences and best practices shared by Ministers of Bahrain, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Iran, 

Iraq, Saudi, Sudan and Tunisia amongst others. The meeting also addressed the topic of defining and delivering UHC priority bene-

fit package and health services for mothers and children in the context of UHC, in which UNFPA highlighted that UHC cannot be 

achieved if SRH&RRs are left behind. It was also important to address the Agenda 2030, where Mr. Al-Saleh pointed out  the ne-

cessity to use the momentum for new partnerships with non-traditional donors and supporters, e.g. parliamentarians, civil society, 

private sector...etc., especially since funding from traditional donors has been in decline, to benefit from new funding channels 

and innovation for programme delivery. When asked about the approach to implement UHC, UNFPA stressed out that focus 

should be on reaching to the underprivileged population, using a human rights-based approach and integrated health services as 

means to ensure eradicating structural inequities, so everyone can have access to quality health care without risk of financial hard-

ship and discrimination and regardless whether living in a stable, developing, fragile and/ or humanitarian/ emergency situation. 

The meeting was concluded by issuing the Salalah Declaration on UHC which was endorsed by all delegations.  
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UNFPA Sub-Regional Office for the 

Countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC)   

PO Box 1960, PC130  

Muscat , Sultanate of Oman 

Sultanate of Oman 

Phone: +968 24496893 

Fax: +968 24496381 

E-mail: gcc-info@unfpa.org 

Web: gcc.unfpa.org  

Twitter: @UNFPAGCC 

The United Nations Population Fund: Delivering a world 
where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe 
and every young person's potential is fulfilled.  

UNFPA—Ensuring Rights and Choices for All! 

“Because everyone counts” 
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